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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to : Assistant Director, Scientific InteUiseaca DATE: 4 April 1958 


from : chief. Applied Science Division, SI 

subject: cccz^nta on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Flying Objects 


R2PEH2?CSS: (l) Letter to Director, CIA, frca Leon Davids oq, dated 

11 March 1958 ^ . • 

(2) Letter to Director, CIA, frca Donald E. Keyhce, Director 

of National Investigations Cceaittee on Aerial Fhencnena 


1. As a result of the action taken by the LAC on 4 December 
1952 (IAC-M-90, Paragraph 3a), a Scientific Intelligence Advisory 
Panel was convened I4«l8 January 1953 . The pan si consisted of the 
following scientists : E. ?. FobertsMT" Luis" W. Alvarez, Idoyd V. 

Berkner, S. A. Goudsnit, and Thornton Page. The panel concerned 

itself vith the evaluation of any possible threa t t o Nationa l 
Security ’ey unidentified flying objects. The panel issued a report 
dated IT January 1953* I’M a report vas classified Secret . 

2. The letters frees Leon Davidson and Donald Ksyhce to the. 

DCI concerned the us elves grir-artly vitb Edvard J. Ruppelt '3 book 

on Unidentified Flying Objects. At the tire that the scientific 

panel ret, Ruppelt vas a Captain in the Air Force and attended the 
panel castings, His book, however, is concerned vith the identi- 
ficatioi of unidentified flying objects. Kuppelt’s statements 
regarding the nission of the panel are in error, Ea has led the 
reader to believe the panel’s nission vas to identify the flying 
objects and to rake recommendations on methods to further identify 
such objects. This is the basis for the apparent contradictions 
vMch arose during the Mile V.'aliace television interview, Thi 3 is 
also the basis for Kr» Keyhoe’s nis^vings. _ 

3. In late October 1957 , Major Jeses F. Byrne of AFCUr-XlA 
revested a declassified version of the panel report. This 
office contacted each camber of the panel end an agreed upon, 
declassified version vas written end sent to the Assistant CMef 
of Staff, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force on 20 December 
1957* It vas the decision of all the panel members and the CIA 
that while no cenbar of the panel objected to the use of his name 
in connection with the declassified version, they desired that no 
connection of the panel members with CIA be disclosed. 
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; As s lagans x/urectar^ ouea&xixc; 


t l\}JmJ^ 


from .- chiefs Applied Science Division, SI 


subject: cor^ata oo latter s Dealing with Unidentified Flying Objects 

REFERENCES: (l) Letter to Director, CIA, frca LconT Davidson, dated 

11 March 1958 

(2) Latter to Director, CIA, frca Donald E. Keyhoe, Director 

of National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena 


1. As a result of the action taken hy the IAC on 4 December 
1952 ( LAC- M- 90, Paragraph 3a), a Scientific Intelligence Advisory^ 
Panel was convened 14-18 January 1953* Tha panel consisted of the 
following scientists: H. ?. Robertson, Luis U. Alvarez, Lloyd V. 

Berkner, S. A. Goudamit, and Thornton Page. The panel concerned 
itself with .the .evaluation of any possible threat to National 
Security ty unidentified flying objects. The panel issued a report 
dated 1? January 1953 . Tala report van classified Secret. 


2. The letters frca. Lean Davidson end Donald Keybce to tbs. 
ECI concerned themselves primarily vitb Edvard J. Rupee It ' 3 book 
on Unidentified Flying Objects. At the tire that the scientific 
panel ret, Ruppelt van a Captain in the Air Force and attended the 
panel meetings. Hisibcck, hervevir, is concerned with the Identi- 
fication of unidentified flying objects. Rupee It's statements 
regarding the mission of the panel are In error. Ea has led the 
reader to believe the panel's mission van to identify the flying 
objects and to rake reecmendatioas on methods to further identify 
such objects. This is the basis for the apparent contradictions 
vhich arose during the Mike Y'allaceofcelevisloa interview. This is 
also the basis for Mr. Keyboe's misgivings. 


3. In late October. 1957/ Major Jeaea F. Byrne of AFCIN-X1A 
requested a declassified version of the panel report. This 


office contacted each member of the panel and an agreed upon, 
declassified version was written and sent to the Assistant Chief 
of Staff, Intelligjnce, De partment of the Ai r Force on 20 Enceaher 
1957* It was the decision of sH the panel members and the CIA 
that voile no member rof the panel objected to the use of his name 
in connection vita the declassified version, they desired that no 
connection of the panel members with CIA be disclosed. 
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SUBJECT: Ccssenta ©a Betters Dealing vith Unidentified Flying Objects 


4. It is apparent frca reeding Hr. Davidson's letter that 
Mike Wallace had a cony of the scientific panel report. In 
addition, the association of CIA vith the US Air Force in the 
selection of the p anel wa s revealed d aring the television 
interview. Therefore, the panel mashers have been associated 
vith CIA, contrary to their wishes and contrary to CIA's desires.- 

5. The real inteat^of the referenced letters is to obtain a 
copy of the panel- report. In '/lev of this, end of the above. It 
vodld be nost **py dti»Qfc to send the a the declas sified, version. 

Ia order to not reveal an association betveen the panel Bribers 
and CIA, either the Air Force shonld ansver the letters or va 

ehenid cake: it plaih^t o the reci p ient s t hat ve obtained the 

panel report froa the Air Force. 
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KBKSB 0? TE SOISJimO two. 
• .. or? . . 

Ujinj27riFnrD flythG csjects 
17 Jenaary 1953 ^ 


u TU, nnderelsned Panel of Plenum Ceneeltenta t*. »t at 
tta re^eet Of the 0o™nt f evalnnt* eny pos.lble tb«* to 
»«,«! eccortty joeed by Cridentltted Flyin* °^ rt9 ^ A ° S 
Uzcm"), end to mho reccreenantloo: The *o"t *“ received 

to evidence ae presented by concent Govemmntal egcnclce, 
vaaa a r the United State a Air Force, end bee reviewed * "»*«" 

of tha best docraented inciden ts* - - 

a; AS a-resolt of ite consideration,, the Panel conclsdee: 

CiAt the evidence presented on Unident ified Hy ing s_ 

ctjeots-ehovi no IddicetlbS tat theae pbennmna consulate 
& direct physiol threat to national security* 

Ue firoly believe that there la no resldma of case, which indicates 


a-'w 


ssa vhich &ro attributable to foreign artifacts capable of 


hostile e^C 3 y and that there Is no evidence that the ptowoena 
indicate a need for th e revision of curre nt scientific concepts* 

31 In the 11 ©it of this conclusion, the Panel recotsandsi 

»rhat th e n ati onal s ecurity a genc ies taka iircadiata stops 
to strip the Unidentified HylnrObJects of tha speoi^L states 
they have been gi ven and tea aur a of wyatery they hava 

tinforttmat^ly acquired# • •/ 
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U4 ETOjssrt that this aia Esy t« achlei red by bo Integrate Ffograa 
aeslewd to reassow tha pobUo of tbs total lade of ovldsoco of 


Ininic&l forces bsMnd tha pLeneoeha* 


/o/ Lloyd VI B erkner 
“ AasociSfced Uoivcrs itic s, Inc « 


fa/ Hi PiJWbertsoa, Ch &irsaa 
few aTnat irata of 'tecflnology 


/fl/ Si Al Goudssdt 

— g. 1 * ■ ■ . 1 " J . r rs' 


Brookhaven'Ka^loaaL Laooratcrios 


/s / Led s Wi Alvaree 
Uolverslty of Calif osula 


— /a/ Thornton F ag$ 
John Eqpkine Univarsity 
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